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to whose suit Constance has turned a deaf ear,
murders Hermingild and contrives that sus-
picion shall fall upon Constance. Elda cannot
believe her capable of such treachery, where-
upon the accuser swears upon the gospels and
upon his baptism, " which he had already
lately received,"that Constance is the criminal.
Scarcely had he ended the word, when a
closed hand, like a man's fist, appeared before
Elda and all who were present, and smote
such a blow on the nape of the felon's neck,
that both his eyes flew out of his head, and
his teeth out of his mouth; and the felon fell
smitten down to the earth. And thereupon
a voice said in the hearing of all, " Against
Mother Church thou wert laying a scandal:
this hast thou done, and I have held my
peace." On Alle's arrival the felon is con-
demned to death, and so struck is the king
by what has passed that he is himself bap-
tised, and then marries Constance. Six
months later he is called away by a border
raid. During his absence the queen is de-
livered of a fair boy, and letters are sent
to the king to tell him the good news. Once
again, however, Constance is unfortunate
enough to possess a mother-in-law who hates
her; " For she had great disdain that King